THE CHALLENGE
Take a sprawling Melbourne CBD

warchouse with one huge, open space

and turn it into an intimate family home.
That was the broad brief from owners
Ros and Ken Turner to Geofl Lavender
and Ken Charles of Centrum Architects.

“We'd always loved places like New
York's SoHo and Tribeca that are full of
loft apartments.” savs. Ros. “We wanted
to capture the warmth we'd enjoved dur-
g our travels in America.”

Armed with a dossier of ideas from
their time overseas. Ken and Ros
formulated the warehouse’s theme, “*We
wanted to use lots of timber and have a
grand stairway,” says Ken.

Unlike most renovations, it was the
sheer volume of space that posed the
greatest challenge. “In its original layout,
it was overwhelming.” says architect Ken
Charles. *The place needed a character
that could only be achieved by breaking

up the huge expanse.” »




A giant Melbourne warehouse is brought down to size for a nearly grown-up family
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< THE SOLUTION

The ancient Greeks had the nght idea -

create order out of chaos with columns.
“We used pillars to create a central
‘square” from which all the spaces pivot.”
savs architect Ken Charles (above left).
With two near-adult children, owners
Ken and Ros needed plenty of quiet
spaces. A mezzanine level created a cosy,
reading library that gives privacy but still
connects with the main space below.
Lack of light and the heating/cooling
“nightmare™ was addressed by introdue-
ing lowered ceilings, bulkheads, glass
strip windows and subdividing spaces
with large sliding doors and wall panels.
And the grand stairway? *As vou can
see, the eve 1s drawn to the stairs the
minute you walk m.” says Ken Charles.
“We love the use of different timbers.”
adds Ros. “We've ended up with a great

combination of what we saw in New York

and what we had in our minds.”
Architect: Centrum Architects, Sth Yarra,
Vie (03)9821 4644. Builder: Heber the
Builder, Sth Yarra, Vie (03) 9824 8930.
Praoject  Manager:  Phillip  Murdoch
Resources, Sth Yarra, Vie (03) 9821 5699.
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Dramatic elements are used to divide the large space into smaller zon






Serene hues create a tranquil bedroom (this picture) which opens onto fh’é’ terrace. Carpet is Tascot
Templeton Classic Reflections in Aubergine. Opposite bottom Isft: a bathing oasis with Romastone =
floor and wall tiles from Alan Patrick; vanity from Sadler Tiles. Bottom right:randafngaomeim- 5
shaped windows frame the cityscape. A Corona swivel chair from Living Imaﬂctsechnasﬂ’neorgamc :
shapes repeated throughout the house. See Resources for stockists' details.
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