wallflowers

How do you create a feeling of space in a courtyard when you're
faced with a wall? Think vertical, says Paul Bangay.
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- Naturally coloured handmade paving stones look great

le from Anston

and won't blow your budget. Availab
Paving Stones, 60 Fussell Road, Kilsyth, Phone: 9728
6111 or visit www.anston.com.au. Earth colours $58 per
solours $63, plus GST.

Water features can give your garden a relaxing focus.
This one has a sump pump in the bottom of a

square metre, classic

concrete bowl and one in the top pond to keep the
water agitated. Similar bowls are available from

Made In Concrete, 6 Ramsay Street, Spotswood

(by appointment). Phone: 9391 3317 or visit
www.madeinconcrete.com. An B70-millimetre bowl
costs $410, 1080-millimetre bowls are $630.
Wrought-iron garden furniture weathers beautifully
and because it is usually so heavy, it's safe and stable
for kids. Try French Style, 497 High Street, Prahran, for
traditional French and one-off chairs (from $330) and
tables (from $480), Phone: 9510 5833 or visit
www.frenchstyle.net

Drip watering systems are water efficient and

cheap to install. With stage-two water restrictions,
automated systems must switch on and off between
11pm and 6am.

English box (Buxus sempervirens) is a tough,
evergreen hedge needing little watering and clipping
once a year, and it is virtually disease and pest-proof.
Use wooden pegs and string to keep your rows nice
and straight and allow five plants per lineal metre
Creeping fig (Ficus pumila) is an evergreen creeper
that stays relatively flat along the wall, making for less
maintenance. Unusually, both the climbing ficus and
the box hedge will take either full shade or full sun.
Good soil is crucial. Here it is a five-way mix blended
with sandy loam, $56 per cubic metre, from Fulten's
Sand and Soil, 15-19 Hall Street, Hawthorn East.
Phone: 9822 3041 or visit www.cfulton.com.au

Top left Layered planting of box hedge, hydrangeas and
Bradlord pears ¢ the illusion of more space.

Top right Ficus pumila, an evergreen creeper that needs litlle
maintenance, grows in recesses built into the wall,
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